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REPORT
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WAS PLANNING 
DAY JANUARY 

2023



Monthly meeting schedule change 
to Tuesday



KEY ACTIVITIES 
for 2023



2023 HIGHLIGHTS

10 Public 
Astronomy talks 

held +9 
Speaking 

Engagements

50th Jubilee 
Celebrated

57 Events 
scheduled with 
37 successful

12 Dark Sky 
Observing Nights in 

Martinborough

10 Monthly 
Newsletters distributed

302 Instagram 
followers

140 
WAS Members

13,423
combined Facebook 

followers 









WAS RASNZ ATTENDANCE



Matariki at Government House



Village in the Park 



Congratulations! Wellington Airport Regional Community Awards 

2023 Finalist – Wellington City 



WE TURNED 50!!!



CRETNEY 
OBSERVATORY
UPDATE 



REMINDER OF THE JOURNEY 
SO FAR!!!

•Bequest from Syd Cretney (early 2014)
•Transfer of funds to WAS (mid 2015)
•Visioning and engagement with members (late 2020)
•Planning (early 2021)
•Design (mid 2021)
•Procurement (mid 2021)
•Construction (late 2021 – early 2022)
•Preliminary installation (2022)
•OTA delivery and installation (early 2023)
•Testing (throughout late 2022 and 2023)



CURRENT STATUS
• The Optical Tube Assembly (OTA) of our telescope 

has been sent to Italy for repairs to fix halo issues.

• We are temporarily using the Celestron C14 Edge 
HD telescope from the Gifford Observatory.

• The Celestron C14 Edge HD telescope's longer 
focal length will enhance our viewing capabilities 
including over the'galaxy season’.



Opportunities for the 
future - Training

• Core user/operator group
• Wider interested members
• Member casual users
• Public & outreach
• Broader education and training



CRETNEY 
OFFICAL 

OPENING TBC
Once our telescope issues are resolved 

we will officially open the Cretney 
Observatory !!! 



CURRENT STATUS

• The Optical Tube Assembly (OTA) of our telescope 
has been sent to Italy for repairs to fix halo issues.

• We are temporarily using the Celestron C14 Edge HD 
telescope from the Gifford Observatory.

• The Celestron C14 Edge HD telescope's longer focal 
length will enhance our viewing capabilities.

• We are waiting for adapters to use our existing 
camera, filter wheel, and focuser with the new 
telescope.

Test images

• 40 test images taken in 18 months 
between Apr ‘22 and Oct ’23

• Total integration of 410hrs with an 
average integration ~10hrs

• Taken with 3 instruments on a range 
of subjects

• Testing covered automation, 
software, hardware, optical issues, 
data transfer, etc.



HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS

MATT BALKHAM

• Matt has shown an unwavering commitment to the 
society, dedicating countless hours to the 
management and operation of the Cretney 
Observatory.

• Matt's dedication to the society and the field of 
astronomy is evident in his tireless efforts to 
ensure the observatory is not only operational but 
has immense possibilities going forward. 

PETER WOODS

• Peter has stepped down from Council after 
longstanding service. 

• As the webmaster he made sure our site was 
maintained as a rich source of information for both 
members and the public. 

• His role and continued support for WAS outreach 
has help contribute to our community  of 
astronomy enthusiasts and in promoting the 
society's mission. Peter you will be missed!



LIFE MEMBERSHIP

. 

MARYLIN HEAD

• Marilyn Head has been actively involved in research and education in the field of astronomy. Her 
contributions to the Wellington Astronomical Society are very noteworthy!.

• Marilyn stepped up to run WAS in the late 1990s during a difficult time. Her contributions 
including editing and publishing Galaxy Magazine, running the local children’s astronomy club, 
active on the Gifford Observatory Trust and being an active science writer for major NZ 
publications including interviewing high profile science figures 



2024 



ELECTION OF OFFICERS 2024:
A Proposal Demi KIRKPATRICK

President

Andrew Fuller 
Vice President

Adam Rosner
Secretary 

Michael Papesch
Treasurer 

Anne French
Editor

Other Council Members

Murray Forbes
Membership 

Secretary

Matt Balkham
Curator of 

Instruments 

Susanne Krejcek

Co-opted Council 
Members for 2024

Jacinta Dalgety

• Jeremy Robertson
• Craig Martin
• Terry Kinloch

The WAS Constitution names five positions to be held by 
Council members: President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and Editor.  These roles, and the proposed  
nominees, are identified above.

The Constitution identifies a number of other roles -
Membership Secretary, Convenor of Meetings, Activities 
Coordinator, Astronomical Programs Officer and 
Observatory Director- may be allocated by the Council 
among the elected and any co-opted members of the 
Council.  If this proposal is accepted, these other roles 
will be allocated once Council and co-opted Council 
members have been confirmed.



WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT IN 2024!

Opened December 1 1924 
the Gifford turns 100 next 
year and we want to 
celebrate!  

$$$ Fundraising! We want to 
make sure WAS is financially 
sustainable and we need 
some help! 

6 week introductory course 
to Astronomy. Who wants to 
help? 



Monthly meeting venue & day 
arrangements???



THANK YOU TO MANY OF OUR WAS 

SUPPORTERS



Thank you very 
much!
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